MALIBU BOATS WAKESETTER 20 VTX

INTELLIGENT DESIGN

MALIBU BOATS PROVES THAT ITS WAKESETTER 20 VTX CAN BE SMALL AND SPACIOUS.

HE DESIGN ENGINEERS AT MALIBU BOATS

were given a major task: Build a tow

boar that can fit into most garages but
still has plenty of space for friends.

Whar designers came back with was the
Wakeserrer 20 VTX, a sporty boat with
uncommon room and slick styling, The
Wakeserter had a removable swim plarform
and a forward-swept tower that folded down
so the boac could fit in tighr spaces.

While it might fit in the garage, it probably
won't spend much tme there because the 20-
footer is too much fun o leave at home,

The 20 VTX may be the smallest in the
Wakesecter lineup, but even the most experi-

enced boarder will have fun behind che Malibu.

The boat’s Power Wedge allowed wakes to be
runed for beginners and more advanced riders.
Owur Test Team this year consisted of inter-
mediate riders, the typical buyer for the
$55,725 boat. Thanks to the power-acrivared
Wedge, che wakes were sized perfectly to each
rider’s ability. The wakes were clean and well

angled, allowing our riders to perform a variety
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of tricks behind the boar.

The drivers were split on whether they liked
the new gauge ar the dash, which simulated
the wake size when the Wedge was in a given
position. One driver found it useful while the
other wished the gauge was in better sync
with the Wedge. Our workmanship inspector
especially liked that Malibu used tanks instead
of bladders for the ballast. Not only did it pro-
vide for a cleaner look in the compartments,
the ranks were easy to empty and fill.

Takeoft power in the V-drive was as good as
it comes, thanks to the 383-horsepower
Hammerhead engine. The engine was a 4,500
upgrade over the base engine and worth the
money. The power was strong throughout its
operaring range and the throttle response was
one of the besc we've seen in a row boar.

Onee on plane, our resters said the top of the
windshield was in their line of sight while driv-
ing and they found themselves having to look
around it. The observer, on the other hand, had
one of the bese views in the boat. She noted it
was easy to change ropes because of the tower's
low profile, although the line somerimes got
caughr in the board racks when the team
turned around to pick up the rider. That's no

different than any other row boar with racks,

Orwverall, the ream praised the Wakesetter 20
VTX's functionality. “The boat delivers whart ic
promises,” said our lead test driver.

PERFORMANCE

When it comes to top speed on a tow boat, it's
usually nor worth noting. But the Wakesetter hir
48.9 mph ar 5,200 rpm, which was on the upper
end for the breed. From a standing stare it took
a little more than 15 seconds to reach thar
speed, anather testament to the engine.

At a wakeboarding speed of 22 mph, the
engine was rumning a relatively tame 2,250
rpm. Bump the throttle forward a bit and che
20 VTX was running 40 mph at 4,000 rpm.
Owr resters nored how quiet and smooth the
boar ran at all speeds.

It came on plane in less than 4 seconds and
ran from 20 to 40 mph in 6.2 seconds. Purting
the 20-footer through its paces on the
Colorado River in Parker, Ariz., it handled
slaloms at 20 and 30 mph with ease. Tracking
was perfect and the boat wene direetly where
our driver pointed it. The steering was appro-
priately responsive, especially when it came to






TEST CONDITIONS

Temperabuwehumidity BE deprees 3 percent
Wind spesd/water conditicns | ! mphitiat
HULL INFORMATION

Deadrise 21 tramsom 10 degress
Gentelionbeam 20E1"
Husl weight 3,200 pounds

PRICING INFORMATION

Base refail Mality 320 LCRMorkec BI00 engine HI500
Price &5 ftested 95,725
ENGINE & PROPELLER

Engine Hamserhead 363
Cylinder fype : V-3
Culme-inch dizplacement horsepower JBHLOH
Lewer-unil gear ratio L5l
Propelier Acme fow-Blage 13 12" x 15°

OPTIONS ON TEST BOAT

Upgrade to Hammerhead 383 engine ($4,500], Power Wedge (52,000), biflet fower
spiraletrs (51 3001, Sory CO steren system with Reckiond Fosgate speakers (§1.275)
cusdom witkidoard racks ($575), Rockdoed Fragate 10-inch subwoofer (38500, bow
bakast option [$504), Rockford Fosgate four-chaanel amp ($475) and billet cheome
glove bax doer (5150
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MANUFACTURER
Makbu Boats, Dept. PB, | Malbu Cocrl, Mered, CA 95340, 209-343-7850

www malibuboats com
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picking up a fallen boarder from the water.

On our test day, the water condidons
weren't ideal but the boar had a soft landing
going through wakes. The solid windshield did
an excellent job keeping the spray off the driver,

WORKMANSHIP

Malibu may be a production builder bue
thar doesn't stop the Merced, Calif, company
from addressing small details on its boats. Take
the Wedge, which Malibu redesigned for 2007,
Rather than brass and aluminum, the builder
used stainless steel parts to eliminate rusting.

The stainless didn't stop there with exhause
tips made from the metal and even stainless-
steel Malibu logos screwed inro the hullsides
The boat was done in red and black geleoat
with the tribal graphics in vinyl. A beefy
rubrail protected the vibrant work.

Access o the engine couldn't get any easier
reveal a stowage compartment, which could be
easily removed o get access to the motor that was

through-bolred to the stringers. Wiring under the

dash was done in premade looms and, like the
ENEINe COMPpArtment, was propety supported,

Also worth noting was the workmanship
thar Malibu put into the various Stowage com-
PArtments. lix'cr:.".l.'hrn: we looked we couldn't
find any exposed wood, a eredit to the ream
building the boar at the plant.

INTERIOR

For a boat measuring just 20 feer without the
swim platform and 8 feet wide, the 20 VTX had
a surprisingly roomy cockpit. Credit designers
for building a lounge that ran from the port
side and carried along the rear, The driver's seat
moved fore and aft, and swiveled to the side. If
that wasn't enough room in the cockpir,

Malibu also created a large bow seating area.
J".ﬂ\'fl!;r_: a cue from the auromortive indusery,
Malibu creared a dash like char of a high-end
sports car. High on the dash, Malibu placed a
large, lighted speedomerer thar also showed the
Pro Speed Control. A neac fearure on the boar
were LED underwarer lighes off the ransom,
which can be tumed on and off ar the dash.
Malibu also installed LED lig

wing inside

the boat so it could shine ar night. For runes,
the 20 VTX had Rockford Fosgate speakers in
the boat and on the tower. The Sony stereo
systemn stored up to 16 hours of music and
could be controlled ar che helm or froma
remote on the transom.

OVERALL

The designers continue to push Malibw in
new directions. Whether it's creating a boar
that can fit into a garage or coming up with
new gauges to enhance the driving expenence,
Malibu continues to succeed year after year. @

Clockwise from top left: Malibu used a combination of digital and analog gauges and put a lighted speedometer
that showed the Pro Speed Control in the center. With a J-shape seating amangement, the cockpit was spacious.

Rockford Fosgate speakers were mounted on the tower. The steering wheel hub denoted Malibu's silver anniversary,
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